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MAT T. iv. 43. 


Watch therefore, for ye know + 
not what Hour your Lord doth 


COMIC. 
I Am called to improve the late Death and Funeral of 


Mrs. Catharine Whittington ; and whilſt I was refleQing 
upon the ſudden and ſurpriſing manner in which ſhe 
was removed, my Thoughts were directed to the 
words, which I have read to you, as the apparent Lan- 
guage of ſuch a ſtartling Providence, and a proper Subject 
upon ſuch an Occaſion. Watth therefore for, &c. 

It is plain from the 1. Verſe of this Chapter, that it was 
upon the occaſion of the Diſciples admiring the Buildings of 
the Temple, the ſtatelineſs and magnißcence of the Structure, 
and communicating their Thoughts in this matter to our 
bleſſed Lord, that he took the opportunity of delivering that 
Diſcourſe, of which my Text is a part. To give a check to 
ſuch fond and admiring Thoughts, he foretells the utter 


A 2 Rua. 


(a) 


Ruin and Deſolation of that ſtately piece of Building, which | 


they beheld with to much Admiration and Pleaſure, v. 2, 
Such a Declaration ſtartled and affected them very mueh, 


ral Power and Grandure. The Deſtruction of the Temple, 
and the Diſſolution of the Jewiſh State was ſhocking News 
to them; and therefore, it would ſeem they could not be 


eaſy, *till they had enquired a little more particularly into 


ſuch an awful Event. Aſſoon therefore as they were got to 
the Top of the Mount of Olives, where they might have a 

fuller proſpe& of the City and Temple, they come to our 
Lord with thoſe Queſtions in the end of v. 3. Tell as whey 
theſe things ſhall be? And what ſhall be the ſign of thy coming and 
of the end of the World? It would ſeem they imagin'd, that 
the Deſtruction of the Temple, and the End of the World 
would happen at the fame period of Time. "Tho? our Bleſſed 
Lord did not think fit to rectify this miſtaken Notion of 
| theirs; yet he gives them a direct Anſwer to their Queſtion. 
He lays down a great many Particulars as ſigns and forerun- 
ners of the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem, and ſeems principally 
to refer to this Event, frem v. 4. to v. 29. Then (I appre- 

hend) he ſpeaks of the end of the World, and his final com- 
| ing to Judgment, to v. 32. The after rules and cautions 
| were probably intended to agree to both Events. 

It would be too tedious, and perhaps needleſs to run thro? 
all the Particulars. I will only obterve, that after he has 
mentioned ſeveral things, as the Signs of the Deſtruction of 
| Feruſalew, (which perhaps might be intended by him to 

have a diftant Reference likewiſe to the end of the World) 
he gives them to underſtand, that they were not ſuch Signs 


as infallibly pointed out to them the exact and determinate 
e Period 


hoe Minds were NI 'BIPA with pleaſing Views of tempo- 
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Period, when thoſe Things ſhould happen ; but only where 
they ſaw ſuch Things come to paſs, which he had now 
mentioned, they might conclude the time was drawing on 
apace. He therefore warns them againſt Security, and preſ- 
ſes upon them a proper Attention and Watchfulneſs : A ne- 
ceſſary and uſeful Leſſon to thoſe who were to live to ſee 
many of the things which he had mentioned come to pals ; + 
and were to ſurvive the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. A Leſ- 
ſon _— uſeful to all Ages of the World afterwards, with 
reſpect to his coming to Judgment at the end of the World ; 
ſince the ſet Time of his thus coming was known to no man, no 
not to the Angels in Heaven, bat the Father only, v. 36. Upon 
the uncertainty of theſe greatEvents he grounds his Cautions 
and Arguments to Watchfulneſs, and a ſuitable Preparation, 
and to Diligence and Fidelity in our Maſter's Work, v. 43, 
44, 45, 46. By all which I apprehend the fame thing is in- 
tended ; and any one of which may be ſuppoſed by a fair 
Conſtruction to take in, and comprehend all the reſt. 

It is v. 42. which I have pitch'd upon as the Foundation of 
my preſent Diſcourſe. Watch therefore, for ye know not what 
honr your Lord doth come, In ſpeaking to which, the follow - 
ing Particulars (I think) will fairly fall in my way, as pro- 
per heads of Diſcourſe. Firſt, Our Lord will certainly come. 
Secondly, The particular Time of his coming is to us unknown, 
> and uncertain. Thzraly, It is our Duty and our Intereſt there- 
fore, to preſerve an attentive watchful Frame; which Par- 
r I ticulars, when I have briefly gone through, I ſhall propoſe. 
o ſome Improvement ſuitable to my Text, and the Occaſion. 

I. Our Lord will certainly ce. This is taken for grant- 
ed in my Text, and is ſuppoſed to be a thing unqueſtiona- 
ble. For ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. That 
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he will come is confeſſed, and allow'd. The only thing I have 


to do under this Head is, to enquire what his coming means 
and refers to? It is plain by the Queſtion put to our Lord 
by his Diſciples, and the whole tenour of his Diſcourſe there- 


upon, that his coming in this Chapter refers either to the Diſ- 


truction of Jeruſalem, or the final Judgment, or both. 

As to the former, it is plain in fact from the moſt credi- 
ble and authentic 45m! that he has come ſeveral Hundred 
Years ago to the Deſtruction of that rebellious City, and the 
Jewiſh Temple. The Prophecy of our Saviour, v. 2. was 
literally fulfill'd (above Forty Years after it was deliver'd) 
by Ti«s the Roman Emperor whole Army took the City, and 
burat and deſtroy'd the Temple, raſing it to the very 
Ground. In-this Senſe, and with reſpect to this Event he 
has already come. 

And as to the other the fal Jadement, this undoubtedly 
Will come to paſs with equal certainty in God's own time. 
The Nature and Perfections of God, the Honour and Me- 
thods of his Providence and Government, the nature and 
powers of Man a reaſonable and accountable Creature re- 
quire, that it ſhould be ſo : And the plain expreſs Declarati- 
ons of Scripcure aſſures us, that it ſhall be fo. God has ap- 
pointed a day in whith he will judge the MWorla in righteouſneſs 
by tha! Max whom he hath ordained, whereof be hath given aſſur- 
ance unto all men in that he hath raiſed him from the dead, Act. 
xvii. 31. We muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 

that every one may receive the things done in his Body, according io 
at he hath done, whether it be 200d or bad. 2. Cor. xv. 10. I 
might have turned you to ſeveral other places to the ſame 
purpoſe, were it neceſſary. | 


But it Wi 


| bring the matter nearer to us, and more di- 


rectly point out our Concern in it, to underſtand the coming 
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of our Lord of the Day and Hour of particular Perſons Death. 
Tho? this is not the plain ſenſe of the Text and Context; 
yet it can't be thought either improper or unreaſonable, ſo 
to explain the Phraſe ; ſince the Hour of every particular 
Perſon's Death is the ſame thing to him, as the final and 
general Judgment, as to any farther Preparation that he. 


can make, and as to the Determination of his everlaſting 


Condition. In the Condition in which every Man leaves 
the World at Death, ſo will he be found at the general 


Judgment. There is no work, nor device, nor knowleag, nor 


wiſdow in the grave, wh ther we are going, Eccleſ. ix. 10. When 


Death has once cloſed our Eyes upon this World, and lodg'd 
us in the filent Grave, there can be no rectitying any Mil- 
take, or doing any thing towards altering, or amending, ous 
Condition. After this Life is once at an End, there will be 


no means or opportunity of doing any thing towards our 


eternal Salvation. We ſhall not be put upon the foot of any, 
freſh Tryal, or have any opportunity given us of rectitying 


what might be amiſs, or doing our Work over again. 


1s 


the Tree falleth ſo it muſt lie, Eccleſ. xi 3.. The preſent Lite is 
the only Seaſon for Work and Tryal: At Death our Work 


ceaſes, and we-enter upon the World of Recompence. 


It 15 


not improper or unreaſonable ti en to underſtand our. Lord's 
coming of the Hour of every particular Perſon's Death. His 
coming in this ſenſe is certain and unqueſtionable.. It 7s ap- 
pointed for all men once to die, Heb. ix. 27. 1here is no diſcharge 
in that War, Eccleſ. viii. 8. The living know they ſhall die 
Eceleſ. ix. 5. Every day's Experience makes out the Truth, 


of this. 


Let the coming of our Lord in the ſequel ot this Diſ- 
courſe be taken in this Senſe, his co by Death to every 
particular Perſon. Theſe Things are important and cong 
cerning, 
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verning to every one of us, and. might deſerve to be enlarg- 
ed on ; but they are equally plain and undeniable, and 

therefore don't need to be farther inſiſted on. | 

II. The particular Time of our Lord's coming is to us un- 
known, and uncertain. Je know not what hour your Lord. doth 
come. Here very little needs to be ſaid. 

Let every Man conſult his own Experience, and it will 
tell him, that his Fore-ſight takes in but a very little Com- 
paſs. Which of us can tell what a Day may bring forth, or 
what may be on the Morrow ? How many have gone tq 
Bed without _ apparent Symptoms of Diſorder, and have 
been found dead next Morning ? 

If we conſider the matter as to ſecond Cauſes ; upon how 
lender a Thread does the Life of Man hang? How innume- 

rable are the Diſeaſes and Accidents that attend, and ſur- 
round us daily, and ftand ready to puſh us into the Grave 
every Moment ? | 


| 
If we conſider the matter as to the divine Sovereignty and | 
Government, it is fit that he, who is the Author of our Be- 
ings, and the Lord of Lite and Death, ſhould keep the ! 
meaſure of our Days, and the bounds of Life in his own : 
Hand. We are his Creatures, and wholly at his Diſpoſal: Mt : 
It is his Prerogative to reſerve the Knowledge of future E 
vents to himſelf. It is not for you (fays our bleſſed Lord to 
his Diſciples) to know the times or the ſeafons, which the Father ill * 
bas reſerved in his own Power, Act. i. 7. i 
If we conſider the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of the Thing 

as to the conduct of humane Life, it is very proper that” it 
{ſhould be ſo. It is very fitting that the time of our Death t 
ſhould be concealed from us. We are ſent into the World 
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for ſome End, and have much important Work to do Whilſt 
we 


(9) 1 
we are here; which the relation we ſtand in to God, and the 
11 World above us, demands our Attention to. But if we 

certainly knew-'the period of Life, it might prove a very N 

great hindrance to that Work, and of no ſmall diſſervice to 
Jus many Ways. 1 2 4 i 

If we certainly knew. that the time of our Death were at 

1 © great many Years diftance, this might tempt us to {quan- 


der away: our Time very careleſſy and - unprofitably : - This 
would give greater force to Temptation; and our great E- 


* 


nemy would have much more Advantage over us. We 
+ ſhould, be ready to conclude, we might ſafely enough give 
a looſetoour vicious Inclinations for many Years yet to come; 
M and, deter: our return to God, and regards to Eternity a great 


how far this might enfoare, and betray u?sͥ 

It we knew that the rime of our Death was certainly near, 
it might probably take us off from the neceſſary buſineſs and 
offices ot Lite, and diſhearten us as to the innocent Satiſ- 
factions and Enjoyments of Lite. This would 1a many ca- 
ſes prove a great ditſervice to the World, and the common 
Intereſts of Mankind. Perſons would have no heart to go 
a out their Affairs, or enjoy the Favours of an indulgent 
Providence ; it they were ſure to leave the World in a fe 
Days or Wesks to come. Beſides, though this might ſtar- 
tle and amaſe them; yet it is very much to be queſtioned, 
Whether that Religion, which Men were driven into by 
l1:h certain Terrors and Foreſight, would be fo genuine 
an 1 ere. | 

+ wil-vord:Odrhen, and a kind method of Providence, 
t ind be kept ignorant ot the particular. Time of 
% 3 , that WE mM: 3 comtantly keep up an atten» 
tive 


while longer without any Hazard. And who does not ſee, 
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| (120) 
tive Frame, and may not at any time intermit out Match. — 
And this leads me to the third Thing. | 
III. Ir is our Duty and our Intereſt therefore conſtantly 
to preſerve an attentive watchful Frame. Match therefore, 
for ye know not, &c. This brings me to that part of my Sub- 
ject, which I take to be of the moſt Concern to us, as point- 
ing out our Duty grounded upon the foregoing Conſidera- 
tions, and directing us how to behave. Here then it is fit- 
ting that I ſhould be ſomething more particular, and yet 
the time allowed me for this preſent Service won't permit 
me to be large. | 
'Let me introduce what I have to fay with the following 
Obſervation, which has long ſince been made by many, wiz. 
It is a common thing for. the Scriptures of Truth, to propoſe 
and deſcribe to us the whole of Religion by ſome eminent 
Part or Branch of it, which muſt be ſo explained, as not to 
- exclude, but take in all the reſt. This is the cafe here, /| 
apprehend) and Matchfulusſs mult be ſo explain'd, as to take 
in the moſt material Parts of the real Chriſtians Character 
and Conduct. This being premiſed. = 1 
Firſt. It muſt be ſuppoted that the Foundation has been m. 
well laid in a thorough and effectual Change upon the. Sit 
Heart and Life. This is the ground-work of all. Till thighnit 
be done; till our Natures are changed, the diſpoſition and 
bent of the Soul altered, the power of Sin broken, the divine 
Image reſtored : Till the Man is ſet right in his Apprehen: 
fion and Judgment, his Will, and Affections; his Conſcience 
and governing Aims, and the general courſe of his Life be ak 
ter'd from Sin to Holineſs, the very thoughts of Death mull" . 
be terrible and amazing. There can be no meetneſ- 
Heaven, no enjoyment of God there without this. It ua 
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the great Intention of a bleſſed Redeemer's co ning into the 


World not only to obtain a Pardon for our paſt Offences z 
but recover us to our Conformity to God again, ard thereby 
to our Happinets in him: And which is plac'd before our 
Eyes in Scripture in ſuch Language as this: Io turn us ram 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan to the living God, 
Act. xxvi. 18. Who gave himſelf for as to redeem us from all 
iniquity, and to purify to him{clf a peculiar people zealous of 
good works, Tit. ii. 14. And we are aſſured by him himſelf, 
who came upon this Errand, That except we are converted of 
born again, we cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven, John ut. 
3, 5. To the ſame purpoſe the Apoſtle declares, ¶ubont 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. Till this Change 
be wrought we are in aſtate of Condemnation, without any 
regular hopes of Heaven; and, if Death find us in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, it mult conſign us over to everlaſting Mitery, 
It is fitting then that Matentulneſs with reſpect to our Lora's 
coming ſhould be ſo explain'd, as to include thus much; ſince 
we are in no ſence prepar'd tor Death till this Change be wro't, 
And this is no abritrary and whimſical Account of the 
matter; ſince we find in Scripture that a ſtate and courſe of 
Sin is many times compared to, and deſcribed by Sleep, ſig- 
nify ing that unrene wed Souls are ſenſeleſs and unactive as to 
the main Buſineis and ends of Lite; and a renewed and gra- 
cious Condition is compared to watchwmg and wating, and: 


ſuppoſes Perſons to conſider and attend ty the work, and e- 


vents of Lite, and apply accordingly. I'll turn you to but 


ne place or two at preſent for the proof of this See x Theſ.. 


V. 4, 5. 6. Bat ye, Brethren ; are wt in darkneſs that that day 
ua overiake you as a thief. Te ere all the children of lake 


and the children of the day; we art na of the wight or of darkneſzc. 


fs berefore let us not ſleep as do others, but let us watch, and be 
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(12) 
ober, See again, 2 Tim. ii. 26. That they may recover them- 
ſelves from the ſnare of the devil, who are taken captrve by him 
et his will. Where the word which is render'd recover ſigni- 
flies awaking out of Sleep; and is a metaphorical Expreſſion 
taken from Perſons that are laid faſt afleep by the fumes of 
Wine or ſtrong Drink. How ſenſelets are tuch Perſons 
commonly, and how difficultly awaked ? This properly e- 
nough reſembles the caſe of the unreclaimed Sinner, and 
ſhews him to be without any ſpiritual Senſe, or virtuous In- 
Clinations, or regular motion towards God and Happineſs. 
Thefe Places juſtify me in explaining Watchfulneſs atter this 
manner. It is ſuppoſed that the Foundation be well laid in 
a thorough and effectual Change upon the Heart and Life. 
When this is done, e | . OT 
- Secondly, Watchfulneſs may reſpect the Snares and Dan- 
gers, which ſurround us in the chriſtian Lite, and: ſuppoſes 
that we are careful to guard againſt them. Particularly, 
We muſt guard againſt wiltul and preſumptuous Sins. We 
carry corrupt and depraved Natures about us, not fully 
' heald and curd even by renewing Grace. We are fſur- 
rounded. by Temptations on every fide: There is no circum- 
ſtance of Lite, but may prove the occalion of Sin to us; and 
if we deliberately indulge our ſelves in ſinful Compliances, 
this muſt contract great Guilt, expoſe us to the wrath of 
God, and put us into a very uncomtortable polture for Death, 
or the coming of our Lord. Though fins of Infirmity mourned 
over, and faithfully ſtriven againſt, may conſiſt with the 
favour of God, and peace of Conſcience, and rhe regular 
hopes of Heaven; yet preſumptuous and choſen Tranigreſ- 
fions are of another Nature. Theſe mutt reeds breed Fears, 
and weaken our Hopes: And though they ſhould be on 
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(13) = 
ed by a deep Repentance, yet they are ſeldom quite blot» 
ted out of the records of Confcience, and upon every reviews 
eſpecially under the Apprehenſion of our approaching 
Change, fit very unealy upon the Mind. They make 
Death look much more ghaſtly, and make our Paſſage more 
uncomfortable, though it ſhould be ſafe. Here is reaſon 
and occaſion - for Watchfulneſs, that we may guard againſt 
ſuch Sins. | 

Again, We may. be in danger from the poſſeſſions and 
enjoyments of the World. Theſe are apt to inſinuate them 
ſelves too far into our Thoughts and Affections, and to en- 
gage our Hearts and dur Attention more than is meet, and 
here is occaſion for Watchfulneſs. For it we ſuffer our Afs * 
fections to take too faſt hold of preſent Things, and our De- 
fires to launch out too tar, this will make us the more un- 
willing to die, and render the ſummons of our great Maſter 
much more unwelcome. One would think a good Man 
ſhould be very much out of Countenance (to ſay no worſe 
of it) to have his Lord ſurprize him as buſy and intent upon 
the affairs and enjoy ments of this Lite, as it thele were his 
only, or his main Concerns. It is a proper part, and buſi- 
nels of Wartchfalneſs to compoſe our Minds to a. holy indiffe- 
rency to preſent Things, and often to challenge and arreſt 
us (as it were) in the. midit of our preſent Projects and Pur- 
ſuits, with ſome. ſuch Language as this. What art thou 
„now doing, O my Soul? What means th s eager proſecu- 
tion of ſuch a; {uh a Deſign? Why are thy Affections 10 
* clotely united to ſuch, or tuch a dear Enjoy ment? Why 
* doit thou ſeem ſo caſy, and fo pleaſed with thy pres 
* ſzat Succeſſes. and Gains? Is this agreeable to thy Cha- 
®* rater, and thy Hopes? Cou'dit thou antwer it to i 


againſt us by our great Maſter? I was thirſty and ye gave me 
Je clothed me not; ſick and in priſon, and ye viſited me not. Verk 


"M 2 (14) 
&* fel, or account for it to thy great Maſter to be ſurpriz'd 
in ſuch a Poſture ? ® l * 
Thirdly, Watchfalneſs may reſpect the opportunities for Ser. . 
vice which are put into our Hands, and the various Truſts 
committed to us, and may imply a Care to improve, and 
uſe them faithfully. This is a part of the work and buſineſs 
of Matehfulneſs. Whatever occaſions offer themſelves of pro. 
moting the glory God, and the intereſts of Religion in the 
World; of ſerving our fellow Chriſtians by our Advice, 
Protection, and Charity; whatever calls we have to fill up 
our Relations and Place in the World, with the proper Du- 
ties thereof; or Opportunities may he afforded us of improv. 
ing our own Souls in the Graces and Virtues of the chriſtian 

Lite, theſe ſhould be carefully obſerv'd, and employ'd by us. 
\ We ſhould, again, look upon Wealth and Riches, Autho- 
rity and Influence in the World, fuperionr Endowments of 
Mind, Cc. as ſo many Truſts put into our Hands, and for 
which we muſt be accountable. It we are carctul to uſe 
theſe for the ſervice of God, and the good of Mankind, we 
may expect the coming of our Lord with greater Comfort and 
| 8 If ſuch Truſts as theſe are ſuffered to grow up 
in our Hands without any Improvement, or any proporti- 
| onable Improvement, how can we eſcape the character and 
doom of unprofitable Servants ? What ſhall we in ſuch 4 
caſe be able to anſwer to ſuch a charge as that, if brought 


no drink ; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and 


+I ſay unto you, in as much as ye did it not to one of the leaſt 

8 43425 brethren, ye aid it not to me, Mat, xxv. 43, 44, 45. | 
 »Fourthly, My Text requires, that 1 bricfly conſider ile 
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fulneſs with a particular eye and reference to our Lord's come 
1, to our Lora's com ng by Death to every one of us, which 
is the ſenſe I have before fixed upon this Phraſe. In this 
ew Watchfalneſs may imp'y the following Things, which 
Iwill but barcly mention. --- A firm belief and perſwaſion 
his thus coming: "That he will thus come to every one of us, 
ſooner or later. I his is a matter that admits of no Diſpute. 
A frequent remembrance of this ; that we call it to mind 
ten, and don't ſufler the Thoughts of it to be long abſent 
rom us at any time — And a particular application to 
uch Duties and Exerciſes of Religion, as are in a fpecial 
anner fuited to put the Soul into a proper poſture for the 
oming of our Lord; ſuch as ſolemn ſtated Prayer, ſerious ex- 


pn the inviſible World and State, with a proper Regard to 
pur Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all. 


By ſolemn Prayer we muſt fetch down thoſe ſupplies of 


idom and Grace from Heaven daily, which mult be ne- 
efſary to our Guidance and Help in the whole of our chriſ- 
ian Courſe. Prayer (ſays one) is one of the moſt neceſſary 
ſtruments of Religion, it helps us to ule the ſpiritual Ar- 
our, and contributes not a little to our ſucceſs in our War- 
are; it derives Strength and Ability from above, for the 
terformance of other Duties, and communicates Life and 


igour to them. For theſe things God will be enquired of 


dy us, and humbly fought unto. And we have great En- 
ouragement to this Duty from ſuch a Declaration as that, 

at. Vii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Ask and it (ball be given you, fees 
na ye ſhall find ;, knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. For e 
ery one that asketh, receivet h, and he that ſeeketh, findeth ; and 
p bim that knocketh, it ſball be opened, Or what man is there of 


; you. 
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mination of our Hearts and Ways, frequent Meditations 
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you, whom, if his ſon ack bread, will ye give him a ſtone : Or, 
7 he ask a fiſh, will ye give him a ſerpent ? If ye then being evil 
nom hom to give good gifts unto your children, hom much more ſhall 
gour father, which is in heaven, givt good things to them that agk 
him? Beſides, it not only thus opens Heaven, and drrws 
down the choiceſt of Bleſſings ; but it Hoo, much contri. 
| butes to keep up a ſuitable warmth, and livelineſs upon the 
Spirit of a Chriſtian. 1 * 2 
Serious examination of our Hearts and Ways would con. 
0 tribute to put the Soul in a proper Poſture for the coming d 
our Lord. We ſhould look over the records of Conſcience fre. 
quently ; and ſee how matters ſtand betwixt God, and our 
own Souls. In this way we may beſt rectify our Miſtakes, 
retrieve our Backſlidings, apply our Care, where it is mot 
wanted, and excite our Diligence. If we thus frequently 
| commune with our own hearts: bi ing our ſelves to the teſt, and 
{ fee how far our Temper and Conduct agree with our Rule; 
and thus keep the account even; this will put us into the 
beſt Poſture for our Lord's coming. „ 
Frequent Meditations on the inviſible World and Stat 
are uſetul to the ſame End. Life and immortalit) are brough 
to ligli by the Goſpel; much of the Glories and Bleſſedneſs q 
the World to come are revealed there. The more we con 
verſe with theſe things in our ſerious Thoughts now, th 
better fitted ſhall we be, for our paſſage to the other Wort 
aad our entrance upon it's Services and Happinels. 
Laſilj We mult maintain a proper Regaid to our Lon 
| Jeſus Chiitt in all; looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Cui 
i wnto eternal Life, Epiſt. Jude v. 21. We muſt lay the ftrel 
{| of our hopes for favour, aud acceptance with God, and oy 
| Title to everlaſting Happineſs on his Merits, and Interceb 
wor I on 
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on: concerned to be found in him, and intereſted in him } 
who alone can anſwer for us, who is the reſurrection and the | 
life, and who alone caz open the kingdom of heaven to all beliews. 


ers. | 
| 11 . | 
I have left my ſelf very little room, and not much occaſi- 
on 10 enlarge in a way ot Improvement. The whole of what 
I have offered, has been propoſed in a Fung and practical 
Way. Let the advice of our bleſſed Lord be ſeriouſly at- 
tended to, and conſidered by every one of you. Watch 
therefore, far ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. Re- 
member theſe are the words of him in whom were hid all the |: 
treaſures of wiſdom ; who knew perfectly what was in man; and 
before whoſe Tribunal you maſt every one of you in a hy : 
little time appear. He will moſt certainly come by Death 
tu every Perſon in this numerous Aſſembly. I know, you 
don't queſtion it; but conſider it, as it deſerves. Let the 
important Hour be often before your Eyes. It will be found 
aa awful thing to leave one World, and enter upon the o- 
ther, whatever flight Thoughts you may have of the mat- 
ter now. He may come quickly to any one of you. Death 
can't be a great way off, tho? you ſhould reach the uſual pe- 
riod of humane Lite. Man tha: is born cf a womar, is but of | 
few days, Job xiv. 1. Firmly believe, what you don't pre- 
tend to deny; and let ſuch a Bzlict have it's proper Inflaence 
on you. He may come ſuddenly, and wich a very little 
Warning. We have had many inſtances lately. Our dezeals 
ed Friend was a very affecting one; none about her being 
aware of any previous, chreagning Indiſpolition. 14/atch there 
fore. Review the Particulars mentioned, and bring them 
$awn to common .Uic. * that the Foundation be wy ä 
| | 2 f | | | + 1 % 
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| laid in an eFeQual change upon your Hearts and Lives ; 1M V 
gather words, that you be Chriſtians indeed. Look upon Wt! 
this as a matter of the utmoſt Importance to you. You can- We 
not expect Death with Comfort in any other Condition. 7 
Match, and. reſolve againſt preſumptuous Sins, and allowed 
Gaiizz Obſerve, and improve the Opportunities, which 
preſent of promoting the glory of God, and being uſeful in 
your plage; and em»y'oy the Talents put into your: Hands, 
as thoſe, that muſt give an Account. Make conſcience of 
thoſe Duties, which you have heard, will put you 1nto the 
Ppropereft Polture for your Lora's coming: Suchas ſtated 
Prayer, ſerious examination of your Hearts and Ways; fre- 
# quent Mc:ditations on the inviſible World and State, with x 
Particular Eye to the Lord Jeſus for Jour Acceptance in all, 
and as your chiefeſt Security and Refuge. Let theſe things 
find Acceptance with you, and influence your ConduB 


” 
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Thus often think of your Lord's coming, thus prepare for tt, 
and thus live for Eternity. , 
The worthy Perſon, whoſe ſudden Death was the occa- 
ſion of this Diſcourſe, gave us the example of ſuch a Con- 
duQ, ard, I doubt rot, reaps the happy Fruirs of it. To 
ſupport ſuch a Declaration, and ſuch Hopes, Finight be led 
to attempt her Character. But my ſettled Judgment, and 
ordinary Practice forbid me to enlarge this way. Otherwiſe, 
I could have told you, that ſhe was deſcended of a reputable] 
Family. Her Grand-father (as I have been inforn'd) hav- 
ing been no leſs than three times Mayor of this Corporation 
of Derby. Her Father was educated as a Merchant at An. 


% 


I ſterdam. One of her Unkles was an Attendant on King 
t Chgrles II. during his Exile, and prefer'd to a profitable place 
at Hull, after the Reſtoration, But theſe things are uy 
if E 12a wo 
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tle or no Account. Her firſt and governing Concern v as 
to ſecure an intereſt in God, and a ſpecial Relation to him. 
This appeared in the whole of her behaviour in that Family, 
(Mr. Cromprons Family) where ſhe had lived upwards of 
Fifty Years; and rhe affairs of which Family, (1 mean 
ichin doors) ſhe conducted for a great many of thoſe Years 
vith great Prudence. and Integrity. She intereſted her ſelf 
ery much in the Happineſs ot every Member of it, rejoyCc- 
ing heartily in all their Satisfactions, and bearing a part in 
ll cheir Griefs and Diſtceſſcs; and was very much eſteem'd, 
+ nd valued by every one of them. Tt ſhe exceeded in any 


3 hing, it was in her too great Sollicitouſneſs, and Care a- 
I, ur them; which yet was the fruit of that undiſſembled 


: Affection, ſhe bore to them. Sj 


She was a great many Years a religious and exemplary. 


ihember of this Society, and ſhewed her reſpect to it, by 


nakiag a handſome Preſent of two large ſilver Cups, to be 
„ed at the Lord's-Supper; and which have been ſome time 
east, and are now.in my Poſſeſſion. This I chuſe to men- 


Toon thus publickly, that it may be more generally known, 


od nd remembered, and to prevent (it it may be) their being 


nd lenated, or lot in times to come. 
le Though ſhe was far advanced in Years, having almoſt 
hel eached the end/of her 77th Year, and was ſubject to many 
0 irmities of Body; yet her removal at laſt was very ſud- 


onen, and ſurpriſing. There appeared no unuſual ſymptoms 


mn. Dilorder the Day before, nor en that Morning on which 


2 died One of the Servants of the Family went up to 
cel er Bed ſide, aud ſhe appeared as wel! as uſual, ſhe telling 
be Maid, ſhe was afraid, ſnhe had let her lie too. long, and 

I had 
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worth the mentioning ; and ſhe her ſelf p'ac'd them to lit- 
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bad not called her ſoon-enough. She got up, and went d 
to her Cloſet, where it was her conſtant practice to ſpend 
a conſiderable time daily. By all Circumſtances it is juſtly 


concluded, that ſhe died whilſt ſhe was at her private Do 


votions. Oh! How deſirable, and happy a cale, to be 
taken from preſent converſes with God below, to the more 
immediate, delightful, and perfect Services of the World 
above ! Her general and known Character abundantly 
ſupports ſuch Hopes. Hleſſed is that ſervant, whom-his Lord, 
when be come:h, ſball find ſo doing, Mat. xxiv. 446. 
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